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Child Abuse Not in Recession

Though the financial and economic markets are in the midst of a tough recession, unfortunately chilc
abuse and neglect are not. Abuse and neglect to our most precious resource, children, continues to be a
thorn in societyds side. Despite these tough 1t
help in Lonoke and around our state and country.

According to Beki Nance, supervisor for the D
partment of Children and Family Services (DCFS) in
Lonoke and Pulaski County, Lonoke County has ong
the fastest growing populations in the state, bringing
more families with children which, in turn, brings
additional need for DCFS and shelters.

0OThere i s a ¢ rfteemaandlong {
term placements as the number of foster children
continue to increase, e/
Nance.

ol personally believg
is one of the best shelters in the state for meeting thg
needs of the children and supporting DCFS. The stg
always works as a team to meet the needs of the
children and the family members. And the facility is
much more child friendly and family oriented than some
of the other shelters atrm@asset B€e Ssttatiq8. thany dhil

Nance says there is also an enormous need for
special shelters that will take more aggressive
placed in a regular foster home. The Open Arms Shelter does take a number of children with special
needs, including behavioral needs, psychological needs and medical needs.
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0The Open Arms Shelter has gone the
Inside this issue: in asthma medication when a Lonoke chi
New Board says Nance. . . .
Members 2 The need for longerm care also continues to grow, and children placed in

the foster care system are reaching for help, for someone to love them. The Open
A Different Kind of 2 Arms Shelter is currently exploring ways to add a lgagn facility in order to meet

Christmas Party at least a few of these needs.
The number of abused and neglected children in Lonoke and Arkansas
Courthouse Day 3 continues to rise, and therefore, more and more people are needed to open their

hearts and there arms to help these children. Since April is Child Abuse Awareness

Special Thanks to 3 Month, there will be opportunities to learn more about this tragedy that is happening
Special Lady to children and how we can advocate for them; how we can reach down and grasp
their hands and pull them up. (See Courthouse Day, page 3)

Memorials and 3 As many fall into difficult times, will we focus only on our own hardships, or
Honorariums will we look at the children and find a way to serve and help them too?

Needs and Wish 4
List

0Serving abused and neglected c
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Open Arms Shelter Welcomes New Members to Board and Advisory Board

g The Board of Directors is excited about having Rhonda Harps of Cabot join the team. She
- | grew up in Kennett, MO and attended school at ASU in Jonesboro. She is married to Tom Harps

N # and they have two children; Cameron is a student at ASU and Lauren is a student at Cabot High.

| Rhonda has worked for Southwest Airlines for 24 years and has been involved in many volunteer
activities including the Ronald McDonald House in Little Rock. After becoming acquainted with
the Open Arms Shelter, she feels it serves a
about the opportunity to serve as a board member, and | am looking forward to volunteering my
services for years to come, 6 says Harps.

The advisory board of the Open Arms Shelter voted to expand their members in 2009

from nine to eleven. We are excited about having all but one of our members return for the third year since our
formation in 2007. We have deeply appreciated Jul i
best as she moves to attend vet school. We are also pleased to welcome three new advisory board members and loo
forward to their enthusiasm and concern for helping children.

Karen Marlatt of Cabot is retired from the United States Air force. She grew up in W
Germany and Connecticut, then enlisted in the USAF as an aircraft mechanic. She was stg
in Louisiana, Hawaii and England before being assigned to Jacksonville. She graduated frg
University of Maryland. She has a daughter, Katherine, who attends UALR and a son, Alex,
a student at Cabot High. She has been involved in numerous volunteer activities including
Cabot Kiwanis Club where she learned about the Open Arms Shelter. We are pleased to h{
her energy and creativity on the Advisory Board. '

Jana Hagge of Austin, AR is a fourth grade teacher at Stagecoach
Elementary in Cabot. She grew up in Cabot and is the daughter of Pat (and Sarah) Hagge who
serves on the OAS Board of Directors. After leaving several years to attend Oklahoma State
University, then the University of Arkansas for her Masters degree, she returned to Lonoke
County to teach. She is an active member of Cabot United Methodist Church and works with the
Ozark Mission Project summer camp. She has always had an interest in the shelter after hearing
so much about it from her father and other board members, and she is
excited to have the opportunity to help the shelter and the children there

Ben Foster was born and raised in England, AR and resides the
today. He attended ASU in Jonesboro and has a degree in finance. Upon graduation, he
with the family real estate business in England, started a construction business and bought |
Subway franchise in England. After moving on and selling these ventures, he worked for Ags
Blue Cross Blue Shield. He is the son of Pam (and Max) Foster who serves on the OAS Bg {
Directors, and has become very familiar with the activities and needs of the shelter. We arg®= 2

to have him helping us at the Open Arms Shelter. ”

A volunteer group from American Data e,
recently decided to do something different for their -ﬁm
annual Christmas party. Instead of the normal office! B i
party, they opted to use their time and money to hel ’ Q,
OAS. They spent a day at the shelter helping clean R/ .
V| -’

¥ and organize the storage shed (not an easy task!), |8 \
children and staff and setting up new games and ba I i

washing the siding, repairing bicycles, cooking dinne
| ball goals. The OAS staff is grateful and thanks the

for giving generously of their time to help at the shel
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Courthouse Day to Raise Child Abuse
Awareness

April is Child Abuse Awareness Month and the
perfect opportunity to raise awareness of child abuse i
Lonoke County and around the state. The Open Arms
Shelter, Wade Know Child Advocacy Center, Safe
Haven and CASA, all organizations in Lonoke county
that help abused children, have teamed up to bring a
Courthouse Day to Lonoke county.

The event will include lunch and entertainment,
followed by a message on the state of abuse in Arkans
Be looking for this event in April!

Special Thanks to a Special Lady

The Open Arms Shelter would like to give a
special thanks to Emma Carpenter upon her retirement
from FalconlJdet Emma has
shelter for many years now, bringing the spirit of
Christmas to the children through gifts and bags. She
sews and decorates bags for the children that are filled
with gifts donated by many wonderful individuals and
businesses. Furthermore, she has been instrumental in
raising awareness of the shelter at her workplace and to

asmany individuals touched by her life. Thank you, Mrs.

Emma, for your tireless effort to help the children at the
shelter and we hope to continue to be blessed by your

(il Aby

i AWareaess

presence.
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Memorials and
Honorariums made
to the Open Arms
Shelter from
November 2008 to
present:

In Memory of:
Buddy Rochelle,by

Jewell Rochelle

Laura Gregg

Joe & Fay Rochelle

Dick & Ameila Muse

Shirley Hardke

Joe Stanley

Max & Pam Foster
Patrick Matarazzo , by

Lonoke Middle School Staff
Sonny Tackett, by

Lance & Leann Hanshaw
Ronnie Reevesby

Lance & Leann Hanshaw
Faye White, by

Max & Pam Foster

Dick & Johnnie Bransford

Mike & Karen Hardke
Mary Finch, by

Dick & Johnnie Bransford
Mary Ruth Elmore, by

Dick & Johnnie Bransford
Mike Sims, by

Dean & Misti Morris
Troy and Hassie Merle Phifer,

by Bettie Tyson
Dana & Cleo Eubanks by

Marjorie Keeton
Rex Northcutt , by

Curt & Peggy Moody
Phillip Calvert, by

Dot Bonds
Rosemary Buffalo , by

Mike & Karen Hardke
David Cox, by

Mike & Karen Hardke
Jerry Creekmoreby

Mike & Karen Hardke
Sonny Glover, by

Mike & Karen Hardke
Jack Keeton by

Phillip & Dana Murray
Ben Patterson, by

Phillip & Dana Murray
Rosemary Moody, by

Lisa Privett
Win Rockefeller, by

Tommy & Shelby Hillman
Tommy Horne, by

Lonoke Middle School Staff

Ross & Jeannie Holt
Jo Ann Miles by

Michale, Carol Ann & Hayley

Henley
Jean Sandersby

Phylis Wujs
Lee Johnsonby

Ron & Debbie Burks

In Honor of:
Payton & Faith Wallace, by
Bob & Annette Utley
Deborah Turner, by
Larry Brown
Joe & Barbara Melton, by

Rick & Susan Bransford
Dany Clement, by
Ronnie & Vicki Clement
The Honorable Lance Hanshaw,

you

Laudis & Polly Brantley
Mr. & Mrs. Mark White , by
Laudis & Polly Brantley

Mr. & Mrs. Bill Reed, by

by Rick, Susan & Sara Bransford Laudis & Polly Brantley

Jerry & Carole Jones

Dr. & Mrs. B.E. Holmes, by
Marthann Bennett

Mr. & Mrs. JohnTull, by
Marthann Bennett

Mr. Sam McNeil, by
Marthann Bennett

Susan Bransford by
Marthann Bennett

Jean Griffin, by
Marthann Bennett

Hannah & Zack Murray , by
Marjorie Keeton

Dana and Phillip Murray , by
Marjorie Keeton

Landy & Bennie Westphal, by
Marjorie Keeton

Mr. & Mrs. Rob Millard , by
Dorothy Hogue

Rev. & Mrs. Steve Brizzjby
Dorothy Hogue

Janet Petrusby
Nancy Qualls

Richardson & Rosemary McKenziatrick & Trisha Hagge, by

lla Chaney, by
Chet & Kelly Chaney
Lance & Leann Hanshaw, by
Randy & Margaret Gammill
Bill & Becky Paxton, by
Roger & Susan Bransford
Rick & Susan Bransford
Roger & Susan Bransforgby
Rick & Susan Bransford
Emily Anne Bransford by
Rick & Susan Bransford
Gene Jamar by
Rick & Susan Bransford
Cynthia Lehay & Family, by
Rick & Susan Bransford
Vickie McClendon & Family, by
Rick & Susan Bransford
Wayne & Pauletta Perryman, by

Roy & Cathy Wadekamper
Jana Haggeby
Roy & Cathy Wadekamper
Pat & Sarah Hagge by
Roy & Cathy Wadekamper
Mrs. L.D. Brantley, Sr, by
Laudis & Polly Brantley
Mrs. H.H. Smith, Jr.,by
Laudis & Polly Brantley
Mrs. Beverly Devine by
Laudis & Polly Brantley
Mr. & Mrs.Thurman Woodworth ,
by Laudis & Polly Brantley
Rev. & Mrs. Rodger Murchison by
Laudis & Polly Brantley
Mr. & Mrs. Max Foster , by
Laudis & Polly Brantley
Mr. & Mrs. George Flanakin, by

Dr. & Mrs. Tommy Braswell, by
Laudis & Polly Brantley
Kim & Bill Patterson, by
Phillip & Dana Murray
Lana Grober, by
Tristan & Makenzie Bennett
Olivia & Madeleine Brown
Rachel & Sarah Means
Brileigh Raper
Natalie & Sydney Oliger
MaKenzie Waymire
Madison & Joanna Moody
Morgan Brazeal
James & Lucille Nix by
Nix Sunday School Class
Dick & Johnnie Bransford, by
Bill & Becky Paxton
Lisenne Rockefeller & Children,
by Tommy & Shelby Hillman
Bob & Barbara Schults, by
Tommy & Shelby Hillman
Hal Hillman & Children ,by
Tommy & Shelby Hillman
Rich & Tina Hillman & Children,
by Tommy & Shelby Hillman
Richard Morris, by
Tommy & Shelby Hillman
Open Door Sunday School Class
Rick & Susan Bransfordby
Sara Bransford
Lloyd Willman, by
Dick & Johnnie Bransford
Susan Bransford by
Dick & Johnnie Bransford

Trees purchased in honor
of:

Pat, Sarah, Jana, Patrick &
Trisha Hagge, by

Michael Hagge & Sherry Bryan







